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SUBJECT: SWEDISH DELEGATION VISITS VIETNAM 

SUMMARY: SWEDISH DELEGATION LED BY RIKSDAGSWOMAN BIRGITTA 
DAHL HAS RETURNED FROM VISIT TO PRG AREAS OF VIETNAM AND 
PATHET LAO AREAS OF LAOS. THEY REPORT MUCH DEVASTATION 
BUT PRG ORGANIZING REHABILITATION. THEY MET MADAME BINH 
AT CAM LO, WHERE "PROVISIONAL QUARTERS" FOR FOREIGN 
EMBASSIES HAVE BEEN BUILT. IN LAOS DELEGATION VISITED 
SOUPHANOUVONG IN HIS CAVE. MRS. DAHL DECRISE VIOLATIONS 
OF PEACE AGREEMENTS BY SAIGON AND USG AND ANNOUNCES 
INTENSIVE WEEK-LONG CAMPAIGN IN SWEDEN TO COINCIDE WITH 
ANNIVERSARY OF PARIS AGREEMENT. END SUMMARY. 

t A DELEGATION FROM THE SWEDISH VIETNAM COMMITTEE HAS 
RETURNED AFTER TWO- WEEK VISIT TO NORTH VIETNAM, PRG 
AREAS IN SOUTH VIETNAM AND PATHET LAO AREAS IN LAOS. 
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DELEGATION WAS LED BY BIRGITTA DAHL, CHAIRWOMAN OF 
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SWEDISH VIETNAM COMMITTEE AND SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC MEMBER 
OF RIKSDAG. OTHERS IN DELEGATION WERE RIKSDAG MEMBERS 
JOHN TAKMAN (COMMUNIST VPK) AND MRS. GUNNEL JONANG 
(CENTER PARTY); OMBUDSMAN KLAS THORBERG OF THE CONSTRUC- 
TION WORKERS UNION; ARTIST HELGA HENSCHEN, AND SECRETARY 
MAUD SUNDQVIST OF THE VIETNAM COMMITTEE. DAHL, JONANG 
AND SUNDQVIST VISITED PRG TERRITORY FOR FOUR DAYS, 

WHILE THE OTHER THREE IN THE DELEGATION VISITED LAOS. 

2. AT PRESS CONFERENCE UPON ARRIVAL AT ARLANDA AIRPORT. 

AS REPORTED BY PRESS, MRS. DAHL SAID DELEGATION FOUND 
PRG AREAS AND SOUTHERN PROVINCES OF NORTH VIETNAM EVEN 
MORE DEVASTATED THAN THEY EXPECTED. OF 800 VILLAGES 

IN QUANG TRI PROVINCE ONLY SIX HAD NOT BEEN TOTALLY 
WIPED OUT AND IN ONE AREA IN SOUTHERN NORTH VIETNAM 
ONLY TWO VILLAGES OF 240 STILL LOOKED AS IF THEY HAD 
BEEN INHABITATED PLACES, SHE SAID. DAHL SAID INTENSE 
REHABILITATION EFFORT IS IN PROGRESS IN QUANG TRI AND 
68,000 ACRES OF LAND HAVE BEEN RECULTIVATED. SHE CLAIMED 
170 PEOPLE HAVE BEEN KILLED BY MINES IN FIELDS THAT. 

ACCORDING TO PARIS AGREEMENT, SHOULD HAVE BEEN CLEARED 
BY SAIGON. 

3. MRS. DAHL SAID HER GROUP CROSSED SOUTH VIETNAMESE 
BORDER JANUARY 4. SHE SAID PROCEDURE WAS SAME AS IN 
CROSSING ANY REGULAR BORDER, WITH PRG STAMPING THE 
PASSPORTS. SWEDEN’S AMBASSADOR IN HANOI JEAN CHRISTOPHE 
OBERG WAS WITH GROUP. "WE ENCOUNTERED NO PROBLEMS IN 
CHANGING OUR PROGRAMS OR GETTING SPECIAL AGREEMENTS TO 
INSPECT WHAT WE WANTED TO SEE IN QUANG TRI PROVINCE," 

MRS. DAHL DECLARED, ADDING THAT IT WAS NOT PERMITTED 

TO MOVE AROUND FREELY— IT WAS TOO DANGEROUS BECAUSE OF 
THE MINES. 

4. DAHL SAID AMERICAN RECONNAISSANCE AIRCRAFT OVERFLEW 
QUANG TRI WHEN DELEGATION WAS THERE. SHE SAID, "CRATERS, 
RUINS AND SCRAP DUMPS NOW MEET THE EYE WHERE AMERICAN 
FORTRESSES HAD BEEN, BUT VEGETABLES WERE GROWN AMONG THE 
RUINS," AND AT DONG HA, SEAT OF THE PROVINCIAL ADMINIS- 
TRATION, MRS. DAHL SAW A BOOKSTORE THAT AMONG OTHER THINGS 
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OFFERED EDITIONS OF SHAKESPEARE. AT CAM LO, WHERE SHE 
SAID THERE ARE PROVISIONAL QUARTERS FOR FOREIGN EMBASSIES, 
DELEGATION MET MADAME BINH. GUEST HOUSES HAD BEEN BUILT 
IN THE TOWN. "WE COULD SEE THE PRG HAS THE CAPACITY 
TO ORGANIZE THE REHABILITATION," MRS. DAHL SAID. 

ACCORDING TO DAHL, A HARBOR IS IN OPERATION AND ROADS 
ARE REPAIRED; IT IS POSSIBLE TO DELIVER AID SHIPMENTS; 

NUMBER OF COWS, PIGS, AND BUFFALOES IS ON THE INCREASE; 
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SHOPS AND SMALL INDUSTRIES ARE OPERATING; ONE OF THREE 
CHILDREN ATTEND SCHOOL AND FAMILIES ARE REUNITED. 

5. JOHN TAKMAN LED THE GROUP WHICH VISITED LAOS AND 
REPORTED THAT THEY MET PRINCE SOUPHANOUVONG. THE 
DELEGATION TRAVELED BY JEEP TO HIS CAVE, ALONG A 
BOMBSCARRED ROAD FROM NORTH VIETNAM. THE PRINCE SAID 
THAT THE UNITED STATES HAS NOT STOPPED ITS MILITARY 
INTERVENTION IN LAOS' INTERNAL AFFAIRS AND THE BORDER 
AREAS ARE BEING BOMBED BY THE VIENTIANE AIR FORCE. 

6. MRS. DAHL ASSERTED IT IS ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY THAT 
PARIS AND VIENTIANE AGREEMENTS BE OBSERVED TO SECURE 
PEACE AND INDEPENDENCE WHICH IA A CONDITION FOR A LIFE 
IN SECURITY. "CONSTANT VIOLATIONS OF AGREEMENTS AND 
THREATS FROM WASHINGTON AND SAIGON OF NEW MILITARY 
ACTIONS ARE CRIMES AGAINST WHICH ALL PEOPLE SHOULD 
REACT," SHE SAID. 

7. MRS. DAHL ANNOUNCED SWEDISH VIETNAM COMMITTEE WILL 
LAUNCH JANUARY 21 WEEK-LONG CAMPAIGN TO MARK FIRST 
ANNIVERSARY OF SIGNING OF PARIS AGREEMENT. "INTENTION 
IS TO MOBILIZE PUBLIC OPINION, POLITICIANS, THE GOVERN- 
MENT, PARTY LEADERS AND THE SWEDISH CONFEDERATION OF 
TRADE UNIONS (LO), AS WELL AS RESPONSIBLE POLITICIANS 

IN NORDIC AND OTHER COUNTRIES, UNITED STATES INCLUDED." 

COMMENT: DAHL GROUP VISIT SERVES TO RE-FOCUS ATTENTION 
OF SWEDEN'S ACTIVIST LEFT ON VIETNAM. IT WILL BE 
INSTRUCTIVE TO SEE WHAT KIND OF PUBLIC RESPONSE 
DAHL'S CLARION-CALL EVOKES. 

OLSEN 
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